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Consistently ranked among Canada’s top 
research-intensive universities, SFU is 
globally recognized for excellence in 
research, innovation and sustainability. 
With over 35,000 students at 3 campuses 
and more than 180,000 alumni around 
the world, our work and impact can be 
seen in all corners of the globe.

WORLDWIDE FOR SUSTAINABLE 
CITIES AND COMMUNITIES

Times Higher Education 
Impact Rankings 2023

WORLDWIDE FOR 
CLIMATE ACTION

Times Higher Education 
Impact Rankings 2023

SFU acknowledges the Coast Salish 
Peoples on whose unceeded lands 
our campuses reside.

CANADA’S ENGAGED 
UNIVERSITY





COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PRIORITIES
Advancing the practice and recognition of community 
engagement as a method of learning, teaching, and 
research at SFU.

Increasing, expanding, and strengthening SFU’s ability 
to build equitable, sustainable, and mutually 
beneficial community partnerships based on respect 
and reciprocity. 

Increasing SFU’s readiness and ability to respond to 
pressing regional needs with its community partners.

Demonstrate and showcase community engagement’s 
intrinsic ability to address systemic inequities and 
advance action on EDI and Truth & Reconciliation.

Advancing the field of community engagement at SFU, 
in Canada and beyond.



Community Connection  |  Dialogue  |  Partnership  |  Experiential Learning  |  Knowledge Mobilization  |  Innovation
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CANADA’S ENGAGED UNIVERSITY

• Centre for Dialogue
• Community Engagement 

Initiative
• SFU Public Square
• SFU Surrey –

TD Community 
Engagement Centre

• Vancity Office of 
Community Engagement

• SFU –Student-Community 
Engagement Competition

• Woodwards Cultural Unit
• SFU Galleries
• Burnaby Festival 

of Learning

• Community Engaged 
Research Initiative

• Burnaby Civic 
Innovation Lab,  
Innovation Boulevard

• Knowledge 
Mobilization Unit

• Partnerships Hub
• Venture Connection

• Work Integrated Learning
• Trottier Observatory and 

Science Courtyard
• Friends of Simon 

Tutoring Program
• Science Alive
• SFU Recreation Camps
• Radius Social Innovation
• SFU Continuing Studies
• Community Education+
• 55+



CIVIC INNOVATION LAB

Contribute to the 
economic, social and 
environmental well-

being of Burnaby 
community.

How can we 
reduce gun and 
gang violence 

in our 
communities?

What do 
Burnaby 

community 
members want 
to see in the 
City’s Official 
Community 

Plan?

How do we 
make our built 
environments 

more dementia 
friendly?

How can 
students learn 

about 
ethnobotany 

from an 
Indigenous 

perspective?

What role can 
carbon capture 

technology 
play in meeting 

emissions 
reduction 
targets?

How can heat 
storage and 

transfer 
technology 

change energy 
usage?

To what extent 
is our built 
pedestrian 

infrastructure 
accessible?



EARLY RESULTS

www.civicinnovationlab.ca

2 years in operation

21 projects being supported

25 researchers engaged

14 SFU departments engaged

9 municipal departments/divisions engaged. 

90 students engaged in supported projects

$33M in research project value being supported



THE CANADIAN CARNEGIE INITIATIVE COM
SFU’s leadership of and participation in the Carnegie Community Engagement Classification pilot 
and establishment in Canada. (www.sfu.ca/carnegie) SFU was the Canadian presenting partner 
in Canada of Carnegie’s sector-leading Elective Classification for Community Engagement

2019 – 2022 co-lead a group of 16 Canadian post-secondary institutions from across Canada to:

learn about the philosophy and logic of the Classification

participate in a trial Classification process, including engaging in the data collection, 
analysis and synthesis required to review and answer the questions in the Carnegie CE 
Classification framework

work together as a learning community to identify needed adjustments to the existing 
Classification, recommend solutions and contribute to the development of a Canadian 
specific version of the Classification

In 2022, formulated recommendations for a Canadian classification, including guidance on 
governance, the framework itself (the questions), methods of consultation and the formation of 
a wider community of practice.

Just completed the official execution of the agreements between the Canadian Carnegie host 
institutions and  the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and its agent the 
American Council on Education to launch operations in Canada.

Expect to launch the first cycle of the Canadian Carnegie Classification for Community 
Engagement in fall 2024 which will create the first opportunity in Canada for post-secondary 
institutions to reflect deeply on their practices for and approaches to community engagement, 
considering their principles, partnerships and systems that advance high-quality, pervasive 
community engagement within their institutions.

http://www.sfu.ca/carnegie
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